
Planning Commission 

Minutes of Meeting 

April 15, 2015, 7:00 PM 

32325 Franklin Road – Village Hall 

Franklin, Michigan 

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

 The regular meeting of the Village of Franklin Planning Commission was called to order by 

Chairman, Connie Ettinger at the Franklin Village Hall, 32325 Franklin Road, Franklin, 

Michigan at 7:00 PM. 

II. ROLL CALL 

Present: Rajaei Abbass, Karen Couf-Cohen, Calvin Cupidore, Connie Ettinger, Peter 

Halick, Dean Moenck, Bill Sheppard, Bob Wilke (arrived 7:35 p.m.) 

Absent: Mike Heisel 

Also Present: Planning Consultant, Sarah Traxler, McKenna Associates; Village 

Administrator, Jim Creech; Village Clerk, Eileen Pulker; Village Council 

Trustees Pam Hansen and Judy Moenck. 

III. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Motion by Sheppard, seconded by Couf-Cohen to adopt the agenda, as presented. 

Ayes: Abbass, Couf-Cohen, Cupidore, Ettinger, Halick, Moenck, Sheppard 

Nays: None 

Absent: Heisel, Wilke 

Motion carried. 

IV. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 

A. Regular Meeting of March 18, 2015 

Motion by Sheppard, seconded by Moenck to approve the Minutes for the Regular 

Meeting of March 18, 2015, as presented. 

Ayes: Abbass, Couf-Cohen, Cupidore, Ettinger, Halick, Moenck, Sheppard 

Nays: None 

Absent: Heisel, Wilke 

Motion carried. 

V. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 

Creech reported that at the Council meeting on April 13, 2015, Elaine McLain form the 

Birmingham Area Cable Board reviewed its annual report and highlighted other items.  Council 

approved the Demolition Application for the property at 26175 Thirteen Mile Road, the Lot 

Split/Combination for parcel #TF24-08-253-010, and several Civic Event Permits; for the “Camp 

Mak-A-Dream,” event, and for the Dorchester Hills Neighborhood Association Picnic.  Budget 
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Amendments for FY2014-2015 were approved, the date for the Budget Public Hearing was 

scheduled and the Ordinance update for the Codification was approved.  Grass and tree removal 

bids will be coming in and he is working on other RFP’s. 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Ettinger opened the meeting for public comments with no one form the public responding. 

VII. PUBLIC HEARING -2015 Master Plan 

Ettinger opened the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m. 

Ettinger publicly thanked all of those who worked tirelessly on the document and those 

Communities that had positive comments. 

 

Pam Hansen, resident and Council Trustee, Wing Lake Road, commended the Commission on its 

hard work on the Master Plan.  She urged the PC to prioritize those projects it would like 

implanted and submit them to the Council for possible funding.  She commented on her personal 

priorities.  

Creech stated that due to May’s full agenda, the earliest the Council could consider the Master 

Plan would be at its June meeting. 

Ettinger closed the Hearing at 7:09 p.m. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consider Master Plan recommendation to Village Council. 

Traxler explained the correct procedure going forward. 

 

Using the items on the Implementation Plan, Chapter 10, pages 118-119, Commissioners to 

submit up to 10 personal priorities to Ettinger before next Tuesday, April 21, 2015 who will 

compiles everyone’s lists and forward it to Creech. 

Discussion ensued about the different methodologies and considerations for (of) prioritizing 

which also included the possibility of researching for available grants. 

(Wilke arrived at 7:35 p.m.) 

B. Village Council Resolution, DTE Ground to Sky Program. 

Motion by Sheppard, seconded by Wilke to accept the Resolution as prepared by the 

Planning Commission Chairman urging DTE Energy to cease or modify its Vegetation 

Management Program (previously known as the Ground to Sky Program). 

Ettinger reference her most recent revision of the Resolution, which she handed out at the 

meeting, and reviewed the changes.  After speaking with a DTE representative recently, she felt 

that the changes in red ink were more prudent.  Additional suggestions included:  Page 2, #3 – At 

the beginning of the final sentence the insertion of “trimming” after “If such …”  Sentence to 
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read, “If such trimming activities have not commenced… to re-notify the customer.”; Page 2, #4 

There was a discussion about the enforceability of the ANSI A300 Standards for the Tree Care 

Industry Association and how the Planning Commission should proceed. 

Ettinger referenced a letter to Don Johnson, Exhibit A from DTE (Michael Palchesko) about 

Tree replacement, 3
rd

 Bullet Point. 

Keith and Susan Abentrod, Wing Lake Road, inquired if homeowners could do their own 

trimming.  They also congratulated the PC for its stewardship of the trees. 

Motion by Sheppard, seconded by Wilke to request that the Franklin Village Council 

adopt the Resolution urging DTE Energy to cease or modify its Vegetation 

Management Program (previously known as the Ground to Sky Program), as amended 

(attachment #1). 

Ayes: Abbass, Couf-Cohen, Cupidore, Ettinger, Halick, Moenck, Sheppard, Wilke 

Nays: None 

Absent: Heisel 

Motion carried. 

IX. BUDGET EXPEDITURE REPORT UPDATE 

The Planning Commission is under budget. 

X. UPCOMING MEETING DATES 

A. Next Regularly Scheduled meeting, May 20, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

XI ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Moenck supported by Wilke to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Ayes: Abbass, Couf-Cohen, Cupidore, Ettinger, Halick, Moenck, Sheppard, Wilke 

Nays: None 

Absent: Heisel 

Motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

         

        Gail Beke, Recording Secretary 

 

              

        Eileen H. Pulker, Clerk 
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